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- It is a thing that knows no limit, and before it all men are

KQ o liinee #E

equal;and the silence of king or slave, in presence of death,
or grief, or love, reveals the same features, hides beneath

its impenetrable mantle the self-same treasure. For this is
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the essential silence of our soul, our most inviolable sanctu-

- No sooner are the lips still than the soul awakes, and sets
forth on its labours; for silence is an element that is full of
surprise, danger and happiness, and in these the soul pos-

sesses itself in freedom.
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Out of the East : Reveries and Studies in New Japan (Hough-
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a Summer Day] €1 [4E

Exotics and Retrospectives (Little, Brown and Co. 1898) —— [ Of
Moon Desire| [A Red Sunset] [Sadness in Beauty| €111
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The subject is a Buddhist parable: the water is the Phan-
tom-flux of sensations and ideas; the Moon — not its
Distorted image — is the sole Truth.
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I remember when a boy lying on my back in the grass,
gazing into the summer blue above me. and wishing that I
could melt into it, — become a part of it.
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Summer days were then as now, — all drowsy and ten-
der blue, with only some light, pure white clouds hanging
over the mirror of the sea.
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Then, too, were the hills the same, — far blue soft shapes
melting into the blue sky. And the winds were lazy.
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And the winds were lazy

And presently the boy,also lazy, let his boat drift as he
fished. It was a queer boat, unpainted and rudderless, of a
shape you probably never saw. But still, after fourteen hun-
dred years, there are such boats to be seen in front of the
ancient fishing-hamlets of the coast of the Sea of Japan.

After long waiting, Urashima caught something, and

drew it up to him.But he found it was only a tortoise.

Now a tortoise is sacred to the Dragon God of the Sea,
and the period of its natural life is a thousand — some say
ten thousand — years. So that to kill it is very wrong. The
boy gently unfastened the creature from his line, and set it
free, with a prayer to the gods.

But he caught nothing more. And the day was very

warm; and sea and air and all things were very, very silent.

And a great drowsiness grew upon him, — and he slept
in his drifting boat.
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A wonderful night, — a tropical night, for instance, lucent
and lukewarm, with a new moon in it, curved and yellow
like a ripe banana, — (may inspire, among other minor feel-
ings, something of tenderness; but the great dominant
emotion evoked by the splendor of the vision is not sad-
ness.)
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The sea is lazily calm and I am dull to the core, lying in
my long chair on deck. The leaden sky overhead seems as
devoid of life as the dark expanse of the waters around,
blending their dullness together beyond the distant horizon
as if in sympathetic stolidity.
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