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The Annunciation and the Hypapante in Byzantine Church Decorations:
the Cappella Palatina at Palermo and the Studenica Monastery in Serbia

Tomoyuki MASUDA

r Abstract N

The article discusses two iconographical themes, the Annunciation and the Presentation of Christ to the
Temple (Hypapante), from the perspective of their placement in Byzantine churches and not as events from
the cycle of Christ’s life.

The Cappella Palatina and LLa Martorana, both of which are located in Palermo, have these two scenes
opposite each other under the dome. The purpose of this placement is to emphasize the meaning of the incar-
nation, since the Hypapante predicts the Passion of Christ.

Meanwhile, in the old church of Tokali in Géreme, Cappadoce, the composition of the Hypapante is divided
across both sides of the apse. The infant Christ depicted in the fresco is sacrificed directly above the real
altar of the church using this structure. This placement of the Hypapante, probably prior to the Annuncia-
tion, was imitated by the Studenica monastery in Serbia, both in the Catholicon and the King’s Church.

The peculiar layout of the iconic figures in the northern sanctuary wall of the Cappella Palatina can be
explained in the context of the Hypapante beings a premonition of the Passion. Above the conch representing
St. Andrew (or rather St. Peter), the Virgin with the infant Jesus stands, and on the left, St. John the Bap-
tist holds a scroll with the passage from John 1: 29. The Virgin and the Child are considered the Panagia
tou pathou (The Virgin of the Passion), as the Baptist foretells the atonement through the Crucifixion, and
the Christ Child blesses him in response.

The same combination of the Panagia tou pathou and the Baptist can be found in the Cypriot church of
Panagia tou Arakos in Lagoudera. The earliest surviving example of the Panagia tou pathou is the icon of
the Panagia Kykkotissa, currently in Sinai. The Hypapante is used, independent from the cycle of Christ’s

life, as a kind of typological interpretation of the Passion.
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