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Understanding of International Law in China: A Case Study on the
Sino-Japanese Negotiations on the Ryukyu Islands Dispute

Tianen ZHANG
Graduate School of Social Sciences, Waseda University

Abstract: In the Sino-Japanese negotiations pertaining to the Ryukyu Islands dispute, Japan attempted a positive
application of International Law, while China merely tried to secure its status of suzerainty citing the history of
tribute. China did not tender a convincing explanation to sufficiently refute Japan's assertions. In its application of
International Law, China was constrained by two factors: a lack of knowledge about the subject and the endeavor
to preserve the tribute system. Japan’s constructive attitude with regard to international law on the issue of the
Taiwan Expedition and during the negotiations on the Ryukyu Islands dispute has greatly stimulated China'’s

sense of International Law.
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