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Visualization of the Immaculate Conception:
On the Relationship and Function of Iconography and Theology

Yoshiko FUKUDA

Abstract \

In the dogmatic history of the Immaculate Conception, iconography and theology have had a complemen-
tary relationship. This paper examines the course of dogmatic history from the perspective of the roles and
functions of iconography and theology in the context of the theological controversy between the Franciscans
and the Dominicans.

The Immaculate Conception is a dogma that has been carried on through tradition and has been rooted in
people's lives. However, after the twelfth century, when it was asked whether or not Mary, as a Theotokos,
had original sin, theology became increasingly important for the justification of the Immaculate Conception
which is not specifically endorsed in the Scriptural text. Various images that illustrate the Immaculate Con-
ception can be observed in liturgical books. Given this fact, we can recognize a close relationship between
texts and images in the Immaculate Conception.

This paper begins by asking the following questions: Why did the dogma have to be visualized? For what
purpose were the iconographies of the Immaculate Conception produced? The theological circumstances that
required these images are then considered. As a result, it ascertains that the history of the visualization of

the Immaculate Conception draws directly on dogmatic history, and it confirms that the role and function of

the related iconography changed over time.
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