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International Agricultural Cooperation of Agroforestry for Restoring Living Forests
at Local Villages along the Kaligandaki Valley, Central Nepal

SOMA, Takuya

Abstract
Since the “2015 Nepal Earthquake” (25th April/ 12th May) in Nepal, local demand for timber has increased
sharply due to reconstruction of damaged houses. In this paper, I briefly report results of tree planting activities
and community development in Daulagiri and Myagdi District, central Nepal by the environmental NGO “Insti-
tute for Himalayan Conservation” (IHC) established by Dr. Jiro Kawakita, of which activities based on financial
support from the JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project (JPP) “Mountain Community Reconstruction
Support Project through Living Forest Revitalization” [Project no.1003654]. By this project, living forest revi-
talization was carried out at 6 villages (63 plots), and 42 species of trees were used for transplanting. The project
finally achieved 261,976 trees planting which summed up to 1,564,061m’ territorial ranges. In terms of cost effec-
tiveness, one tree is planted with ¥244 and 1m’ plantation area is cost with ¥42. In particular, sapling production,
planting tree species, plantation areas, and its scales were all implemented through decision-making with the par-
ticipation of local residents. The perfection of such a scheme is highly evaluated in terms of sustainable
community development and living forest restoration projects.
Key words: Himalaya Mountains, afforestation, agricultural international cooperation, community development
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