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The Transformation in Attitudes to Japan's Cultural Project toward
China before and after World War I:
The Discourse in Gaiko Jiho

Taro KUWABARA
Graduate School of Social Sciences, Waseda University

Abstract: Starting from the perspective that World War I marked a turning point in Japanese diplomatic thought,
this paper examines how commentary on Japan's cultural project toward China in Diplomatic Review (432&é it ;
gaikd jikd) evolved during that period.

Before WWI, commentators on diplomatic policy regarded Japan's cultural project toward China as part
of the country's efforts to compete with the great powers over China. They claimed that an education project for
the Chinese would foster a population of Japanophiles and Japanologists, and would have the political effect of
strengthening Japan's position in China.

During the war and thereafter, the Japanese government committed to a strategy called the Cultural Project
Toward China G 3 SUALHSE; tai shi bunka jigyd). After the war, however, commentators paid little attention to the
project’s diplomatic prospects for improving Chinese sentiment toward Japan. This stemmed from their misgivings
about the West's cultural campaigns in China and their belief that the Chinese lacked a national consciousness.
The majority of commentators maintained that the project should focus on facilitating Sino-Japanese academic

collaboration, leveraging Japan's advantage as a country that blended Western and Eastern civilization.
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