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A Study on Yoshishige no Yasutane’s Verse Prelude to
Rokuharamitsuji Kuge-e: A Textual Analysis of its Relation
to the Verse Prelude to Kangaku-e

YOSHIHARA Hiroto

This study closely examines the prelude in verse composed by
Yoshishige no Yasutane on the occasion of the Kechien Kuge-e ceremony.
In the middle of the Hezan Period, this Buddhist service was observed
every March at the Rokuharamitsuji Temple and it included the study of
the Hokke Hakko. On one such occasion, Yoshishige no Yasutane raised a
question before the participants concerning why the Kuge-e did not include
an opportunity to praise Buddha, while both the Kangaku-e and Gokuraku-e
did so in the form of verse following the lectures on the Buddhist sutras.
It is said that Yasutane's proposal was supported by the unanimous
agreement of the participants, and a gathering for reading and appreciating
verse poetry was held.

Yoshishige no Yasutane took his subject from a well-known verse
sequence in the Hoben-bon of the Hokke-kyo which says that even a person
of low morals is capable of pursuing the way of Buddha if he goes even
once to a stupa shrine and incants praise of the Buddha. This study aims
to examine the ways in which Yasutane composed verses for the Kuge-e
by focusing on how he developed subjects taken from the Hokke-kyo and
analysing other source texts which are incorporated into the whole of his
verse prelude.
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