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Japanese Buddhist Preachers’ Journeys from South China to Siam:
Continuity of Propagation of Buddhism by Japanese Monks in
China and Thailand in the Early 20th Century

Eiji Murashima

Both Higashi Honganji (Otani) sect and Nishi Honganji sect of Shin Buddhism in Japan started to
send their preachers to the interior of south China in the late 1890s. By getting the announcement of
permission by local authorities in Fujian province, both sects of preachers hired the local Chinese as
directors (#) to persuade Chinese inhabitants to participate in their sects. Accordingly they
succeed in increasing the number of Chinese participants rapidly. However the main purpose of
Chinese particpants who were living in unstable and disorder areas, was not faith in Japanese
Buddhism, but the expectation of protection by Japanse preachers and Japanese government. They
paid large sums of money to Japanese preachers and Chinese directors in order to become members.

In the late year of 1904, Chinese central government started to suppress Japanese Budhhist preach-
ers in the inner south China in the midist of burgeoning Chinese nationalism. Japanese preachers
faced difficulties.

Some of them, such as Takeda Ekyo of Otani sect in Amoy (Xiamen), Miyamoto Eiryu of Nishi
Honganji sect in Swatow (Shantou) moved to Siam in 1907 in search of overseas Chinese who were
immigrants from south China. Siamese Minister of Interior, Prince Damrong declined to write a letter
of introduction to local authorities, but allowed Japanese Buddhist propagation by citing the freedom
of religion in Siam. Japanese preachers used the same method employed in south China to propagate
Japanese Buddhism. They hired the local Chinese dirctors and advertised Japanese protection as saling
point to persuade overseas Chinese, who have no one to rely on in Siam. They succeeded to gain a

large number of participants and to collect a good amount of cash.
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These Japanese activities were known to King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) in February 1908. He or-
dered to extinguish Japanese Buddhist propagation as he was suspicious that the Japanese would gain
the support of oversea Chinese contray to Siamese interest. Within one year and half Japanese Bud-

dhist propagation in Siam was exterminated.
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February 26, 1907
Dear Phya Sri Sahadebh,

A Japanese Buddhist priest by the name of Yekio Takeda, is now spending a few weeks in Bangkok,
and intends to pay a visit to Ratburi on March 1% with a view to establishing a mission house for the
benefit of the Chinese Buddhist there.

I shall therefore be greatly obliged if your Excellency will be so good as to ask His Royal Highness
the Minister for the Interior to favour Mr.Takeda with a letter addressed to the Local Authorities of
Ratburi requesting them to accord him such protection as he may be in need of with regard to his per-
son as well as to the noble work which he is going to undertake in that town.

Thanking you in anticipation, [ am,

Yours sincerely

Signed:- K. Tanabe.

G5 L5)
Ministry of the Interior
Bangkok, February 27", 1907.
Dear Mr. Tanabe

I have received your letter of 26™ instant asking for a letter of introduction to the Siamese Authori-
ties of Ratburi in favour of a Japanese Buddhist priest by the name of Yekio Takeda, who intends to
establish a mission house for the benefit of the Chinese Buddhists at Ratburi.

I have submitted that application to H.R.H. the Minister of the Interior and have been instructed by
His Royal Highness to reply that, he is rather surprised by the novelty of such an application, as it is
the first time that the Japanese will establish a mission house in Siam. His Royal Highness therefore
would be glad and thankful to you if you would furnish this Department with more detailed particu-
lars about the intended mission of this priest.

Iam,
Yours truly
Signed:- Phya Sri Sahadebh.
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To Mr. Buntarou Kashiwabara, Bangkok
Bangkok
5th November 1901
Dear Sir
Buntaro Kashiwabara
Bangkok

Sir
Regarding to verbal application asking you to register us as yours true subject, which you prom-

ised to do so on your arrival in Japan, we now take the liberty to ask you to do your atmost on this
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respect , for which Kindness we shall ever pray.
Herewith we beg to enclose a list, showing date and country where we were born.
We remain Sir your obedient servants
Xhia Ek Hong
Xhia Heang Yong
Under the surname and names
#—2 Xhia Ek Hong 47 years old born in Swatou on the 14th October 1854
#mZ¢  Xhia Heang Yong 22 years old born in Singpore the 14th August 1878
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Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation, concluded at Bangkok, 15™ August, 1856 between
Siam and France

Article I 23 1 1§

French subjects throughout the Kingdom of Siam shall be allowed free and open exercise of their re-
ligion, and be at liberty to build churches in such localities as the local authorities , after having con-
sulted with the French Consul, shall indicate as available for the said constructions.

vy A EENCHRTT, HLREFEOLDOAETL2E2TOT7 5 Y 2ANEBHSL OFEHCFENT 3
QAFEWY) T2 TE 2, 24 HIREE L DAIERIET 2 2 v dca v, b LAREER
25803, 24 OKREY 7 5 v 2HEDSHH L AR L THICO AR TS %,

Article I 2516

French missionaries shall be at liberty to preach and to teach, to build churches, seminaries or
schools, hospitals, or other sacred buildings in any part to the Kingdom of Siam, provided they con-
form themselves to the laws of the country.

Plilin> 58y 2 71 AL Te 341 (WNARRW) THNIhr b AT 2 ML ThHN, v+
AEETFAOME (NUIRIROURAU) 2175 2 EHTI 2, HROEREZ A WIKEY 7
7Y AHEDHHR LR LR TS 2, 77 Y 2RIy v AFICE VT, FHESCHEY), itz
WA Y, SUIWAZIERT 2R P AR T 2 ZETE 0, XA OEHIIHED Z X

Article I 2 3 15

They may travel with full liberty throughout the Kingdom, provided they carry authentic letters
from the French Consul, or, in his absence, from their bishop, viséd by the Governor-General residing
at Bangkok in whose jurisdiction the provinces in which they wish to travel as situated.

(Bilateral Treaties and Agreements between Thailand and Foreign Countries and International Orga-
nizations, Treaty Series Volume 1: 1617-1869, Ministry of Foreign Affairs December 1968, #3R 82-83
H, %4359 H)
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