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On the Relationship between Benzaiten (Sarasvati) and Buddhas,
Bodhisattvas, and Deities: From the Enoshima-Engi

TANAKA Ami

First, from the text of Enoshima-Engi VLE#%#2, I examined the theory of the
true form of Benzaiten 7k K. In the various books of Enoshima-Engi, the true
form of Benzaiten is Shakyamuni Buddha and Amitabha Buddha. The connection
between Benzaiten and Amitabha may be based on the belief in Uga-Benzaiten 5=
B tF K. In addition, regarding the three Benzaiten: Tenkawa KJII, Itsukushima
Ji% k55, and Chikubujima 7745 in the Keiran-Shuyoshu {#EFA3E4E, it can be
said that the Benzaiten of Tenkawa and Chikubushima are Uga-Benzaiten, but
Itsukushima isn't.

Second, the iconography on Benzaiten, especially Enoshima, is reviewed.
There are no examples of Benzaiten images depicting its true form. On the other
hand, there are many images of deities such as Dakini FEAHJE K and Prthivi B4
HoAl that are created with the elements of Benzaiten. This indicates that the images
of Benzaiten became the basis for subsequent images, and that (Uga) Benzaiten
occupied an important position in medieval Japan. In addition, the images of
Enoshima-Benzaiten depict only Benzaiten, Jugo-douji - 71.# -, Daikokuten X
K and Bishamonten % ["]°K. It may be that only well- known deities of good
fortune were depicted in the prints in the early modern period, when Enoshima was
a tourist attraction.

In the Enoshima-Engi, Shakyamuni and Amitabha are assigned as the true
forms of Benzaiten, and in the Keiran-Shuyoshu, various buddhas and bodhisattvas
are assigned to Benzaiten, but there are no examples of the true forms of Benzaiten
represented. Unlike Shinto mandalas i3 5 FERE, in which the deities of shrines
are represented as figures of buddhas and bodhisattvas, Benzaiten, which was
originally deva, was represented in its own form.
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