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The Changing Significance of Early Modern Armor in
Tokugawa Jikki: The Period from TOKUGAWA Ieyasu to Iemitsu

IWASAKI Yui

This paper examines the changes in the significance of armor in the early
modern period based on the descriptions in the Edo shogunate’s “Gojikki”, so-
called “Tokugawa Jikki", when it lost its primary significance as “armor” due to
the disappearance of warfare. In the early modern period, especially after the Edo
period, armor lost its significance as a military tool and its formality collapsed.
Therefore, researchers have avoided studying armor from the Edo period onward,
and there has been no in-depth study of how the significance of armor changed
after it lost its significance as “armor”. In this paper, I take this as a problem and
focus on the changing significance of early modern armor.

In this study, I focused on early modern armor, mainly “Tousei Gusoku”,
and studied the records of armor in the Tokugawa Jikki, in order to identify
trends in each period. The analysis covers the period from Tokugawa Ieyasu to
Tokugawa Iemitsu, in order to capture the decline of warfare. I have summarized
a chronology of cases in which armor appears in “Tokugawa Jikki".

By organizing the contents in chronological order, I was able to understand
the changes in the significance of armor during the periods of TOKUGAWA
Ieyasu, Hidetada, and Iemitsu. From the time of Ieyasu to Hidetada, there were
many records of armor being used as a military tool, which indicates that armor
retained its significance as a military tool. On the other hand, during the time of
Iemitsu, there were almost no records of armor being used in warfare, and more
records of armor being used in annual events.

In other words, in the short period of time between Ieyasu and Iemitsu, the
significance of armor began to change from “armor” to “tool for annual events”.
It is not hard to imagine that the decline in warfare has changed the significance
of armor. However, I believe that I have been able to present this conclusion in a
more concrete way by accumulating examples in the historical materials.
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