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Inagaki Manjiro and Ishikawa Shuntai’s Attempts to Form
Cross-border Buddhist Unity Based on Sacred Relics:
Piprahwa Buddha Bones Sent from Siam to Japan (1898-1900)

Eiji Murashima

“Authentic” relics of the Buddha have the potentiality to become a common object of worship and
symbol of all Buddhists regardless of Theravada, Mahayana or Tibetan Buddhism.

The Buddha relics excavated in Piprahwa in India in January 1898 were offered by the British India
Government to King Chulalongkorn, the sole existing Buddhist monarch. He did not accept them imme-
diately, doing so only after careful consideration.

The King distributed a portion of the relics to Russian Buddhists in August 1899, and then to Bur-
mese and Ceylonese monks on 9 January 1900.

Inagaki Manjiro, a devout Zen Buddhist and the first Japanese Minister in Siam, fully understood
the importance of the relics for forming a unity of the different Buddhists both in Japan and Asia. With-
out any instructions from Foreign Minister Aoki Shuzo in Tokyo, Inagaki petitioned the King requesting
a portion of the relics for the Japanese. Ishikawa Shuntai, the top administrator of the Otani sect of Shin
Buddhism, responded favorably to Inagaki's proposal. Ishikawa envisioned including the relics in his own
magnificent plan to build a world Buddhist center in front of the Imperial Palace in Tokyo.

A Japanese Buddhist mission (chief representative: Otani Koen of the Otani sect) had an audience
with King Chulalongkorn on 14 June 1900 and received the relics the next day from Chaophraya
Pasakorawong, Minister of Public Instruction.

Ishikawa asked the Thai government to send some Thai monks for the ceremony to lay the corner-
stone of his world Buddhist center in Tokyo. However the Thai government did not cooperate because
they were not so enthusiastic about Buddhist unity as were Ishikawa and Inagaki.
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The exceptional importance of the discovery lies in the fact that the fragments of bone and ash-
es appear to be those of Gautama Buddha Sakyamuni, and may be the actual share of the relics
taken by the Sakyas of Kapilavastu at the time of the cremation of Gautama Buddha.--- the actual
relics of bone and ashes are sacred to the Buddhist world. The Government of India desire there-
fore to offer these to His Majesty the King of Siam, who is the only existing Buddhist monarch for
distribution. The Governor General of India in Council would only suggest as a condition that
His Majesty will not object to offer a portion of the relics to the Buddhists of Burma and of Cey-
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June 20" 1900
Dear Prince Devawongse,

Referring to the matter of sending your priests and an official to Japan in connection with the
Buddha's relics, I have been asked by the Japanese Delegates to inform Your Royal Highness that
they have left two gentlemen 54 T- € K =] here in order to accompany the said priests and
official and desire to dispatch them by the earliest steamer for Hongkong. The Delegates have also
asked me to acquaint you that the travelling expenses of the priests and official are to be defrayed
by the Japanese Delegates.

Hoping that Your Royal Highness will take proper steps in the matter.
Yours very truly
M. Inagaki

MHOBMBEZZI T —vor YIMEE, 6 H2HICF ¥ F75%— - N—Ha—57 5 >
2, FHEOEMNAL S, RRTHHICEZ 208 BH 20T, A=Y a—I 9 x YHBRHICE AR
FLE LD, HISETAL VY R-CHEL 72,

6 H 23 HISSKHNIEAMEIC KD & 5 1cB R T2,

AL, HAOZUHSERE T 201, WEAESRICE 5123, HAOLERER, %140
823 5-7 HZfE e Ik H 2 C ¥ 2#00 9 2, HATR BV, (AFE2RET 27k

—250—



FRALEHRER € ) 11585 O LE A5 R 2 ALEAE O FIRS AR

RHRT A AT 2 FAIFR PRI A S v HIRL72), ZHCHIFED S IREEZED
EREGAARDILBHED LT 2, o FAMIRD & I IEZ T, HIb, MEOFHZIIRSD 2
X Rk, BMEOEE (FrAhFv 1) IKHELT, BEEIMTZITHE, Lo
L, SEZHOLVCOTHEICHFETEY, »OoxAMEOL S OEEL, AAME3HEEN
BOOTHLWIEA S BRI, JHICHL, FEE—EIFECRER 2, 2 A EEIEHIEC
rEe koA d v, SEOMEII O W TIER BN CER B2, g, MEoHA%
RT3 ZeidTcaky, MADEEVRD S IR CEA, HICh I —o0fEE, 21
BRALEE TR TRZ2GIUL, — v — (Hm) 2R8Ik b, 24 8E06H
WOV, FAERD 2 e TE v, b LERET 2720613, A& e L CERE L 20l
BV, BB, BEICOWTEHAD Y v AMEFHE 2 (LEFIHEICIKET 2 v TS
%, FnfHElE, HREEOTE 2 EEE LY 2 A HOMERY L IREL TARLVWE T o, e iiED
ZENI I NIZTTH oo (XA ERLAEHE NAS2.1/9),

6 H23HT—v v s YHMHIZY 4y FEFEMEBEEICHE LTHL,

6 H20 HICHARME 26, FEir LTa2 A EEOHHLRD 2 EH L2 - 72, HARLRE
VW, ARERERFMIEE L2 2 vid v, i S—Ya—Sor vRfliciiliccer’dr iy
PHEIEH TR I TH I, N—=Fa—5 5 YBRICCARELE LIZOPIEHIS RV, #
CCRHOBEMOGEHT 270018, N—Ha—59x vicmhic, A=Y a—5 1 VPEITK
RLOEHUY, N—Ha—7 Y viE, HARMIC XA EEOHHSARETH 3 L3¢5
FORBZRLILEIE, 20k, 2wz, BT Hhy XY LTI,
HTEICHABE I CEDE 2 S IHFCETZ RN L S v Lz &9 72, RAIIRAT oL #5E
HPRLFHEL WAICEI, L L A—Ha—59r YOREICZZ 2RI TV D,
N—=Ha—=I 9+ VIFEEOFA LE AN HARNMECEE T A, RIIFFETE R ks7c0
ThHhab,

Draft reply
Dear Mr. Inagaki

In acknowledging the receipt of your note of the 20™ instant, I beg you to express our thanks to
the Japanese Delegates for their offer to defray the expenses of travelling for the Siamese Priests to
proceed to Japan, and I regret to say that owing to unsurmountable difficulties the Siamese Priests
could not avail themselves of the kind offer so liberally made.

Believe me
ET1E 192056 H 25 HINTF—v v 4 YAMAD FBEREEKFE LIz, ZoFIKCTETHL,

Frd T I — N =Ha—5 7 5 VALV Z B LT, &OE, HoMEnz
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