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The reception of the "Carmen excerpts" repertoire in Japan from the 1910s to the 1930s

Tokiko INOUE

This study examines the reception of opera excerpts in Japan during the Taisho and early
Showa periods (1910s-1930s). It focuses on Bizet's Carmen, with specific reference to early
performances at the Tokyo Music School, translations and stage performances of the work, and the
repertoire of student orchestras throughout Japan.

As a result of my research, the following points became clear. First, "Carmen excerpts"
were introduced selectively in the formal education of the Tokyo Music School prior to the opera itself.
The orchestral suite did not survive as part of the school's subscription concert repertoire, but the vocal
excerpts were popularized by graduates who sang them at concerts, at the Asakusa Opera, and on radio
broadcasts. Second, Japanese people first experienced the stage performance of Carmen by foreign
opera companies and the Asakusa Opera in the mid-Taisho period. Translations, commentaries, and
scores of Carmen were published during this period, fostering its popularity. Third, student orchestras
incorporated Carmen's orchestra suites and aria excerpts into their repertoire, just as the popularity of
Carmen was spreading in the general public. It is noteworthy that young intellectuals not only
supported Carmen by being part of opera audiences and readers of literary works, but also consciously
participating in repertoire-building as instrumentalists. The relationship between the popularity of
amateur instrumental performance and the spread of Carmen’s repertoire during this period provides

an important perspective of the popularization of art music.
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