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What dialogue with the former disaster victims, now university students, teach us?

Kiyoshi Kanebishi

. BICEBE R ARG (Faculty of Sociology, Kwanseigakuin University)

Abstract

In this paper, I propose and summarize four issues on what we ponder and learn now from
the dialogue with university students, former disaster victims. The following are the identified
four cores.
(1) Creativity appraise (Time lag problem) : The appraisal of young people activism beyond
dialogue, cannot be inferred from the current common perspective. There is a uniqueness,
treasure in human experience, not reachable to be understood until the times come.
(2) Remains of social isolation (Do we concern for all the voices?) : Equality and individuality
are clues to attain the non-voiced voices. These values hints on how to rebuild empathy after
a disaster.
(3) Interviews limitation as a method (New potential methods discovered) : When
investigating and recording the earthquake consequences, I came across many methods that
did not rely on interviews or surpasses its limitation.
(4) The dilemma of the shunned problems (Witness) : It is relatively easy to grasp behavior as
a problem. However, it is difficult to recognize what is kept behind behavior and prevail. Such

unraised problems as unveiled feelings/thoughts restraints are even unconscious as problems.
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The Importance of Listening and Learning from the Narrative of Survivors

Yuko Hagiwara, Hiroyuki Nakagawa, Yutaka Aiko, Tadashi Inomata, Takuya Tsujiuchi

a BRI Xy by —2%E (SSN) (Shinsai Shien Network Saitama)

b, FUAT K A7 58 4 LR 3 N BAWE2E T (Waseda Institute of Medical Anthropology on Disaster
Reconstruction)

c. BRHAEANBIREE A MiBE (Faculty of Human Sciences, Waseda University)

Abstract

The Great East Japan Earthquake and the following nuclear disaster on 11th March 2011
caused many refugees and people were left with no choice but to evacuate from their long-lived
homeland, Fukushima.

To support these people, ‘Shinsai Shien Network Saitama’ (SSN) has been launched by
professionals from multiple fields such as lawyers, judicial scriveners, medical doctors, social
workers, clinical phycologists, and IT specialists. And they gathered in Saitama Super Arena,
the temporal evacuation cite. Since then, we have been working together interdisciplinarily to
realize the ‘wholistic social care’ for more than 10 years.

This report introduced narratives of the survivors of Fukushima disasters who the author had
encountered through the work of phycological counselling team. With their actual narratives,
the paper discussed about how they have been losing their connections not only to their
hometowns, but also to local people around, and consequently to the self, and how their flow
of times and lives were forcibly cut off. With the focus on themes around ‘the importance of
talking the untalkable in speaker’s own pace’ and ‘retrieving the “life in Fukushima” they left at
the place’, it investigated on the meaning of the survivors speaking out their feelings they have
been carrying, and their reflections on their own lives, as well as the meaning of listening to
their stories.

It can be said that since the nuclear disasters, Fukushima people had been forced to continue
their lives in shelters with complex feelings and thoughts, living with the reality that constantly
demands them hard decisions and compromises. What their narratives reveal is their lives, their
stances, and their extraordinary experiences which makes their lives. The relationship emerges
from ‘talking’ and ‘active listing’ can be something beyond the simple dynamic of the supporter
and the supported. As a one who also live in this time, the author hopes to continue the work of
SSN, and to be listening to each unique stories of Fukushima people’s lives.
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