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Abstract
Valuing practical use of cultural heritage with Choice Experiments
— A case study of the Usui Pass in the railway system, Japan —

Recently, conservation and practical use of cultural heritage have become a great issue. This study evaluates
the practical use of historical buildings by adapting Choice Experiments (CEs) to the Usui Pass in the railway
system in Japan. CEs is one of the Stated Preference methods that can estimate total economic value of
environmental goods and requires respondents to choose the most preferred alternative from multiple choice set.
The main purpose of this paper is to examine the method using empirical survey data. First, we compare two
estimation models, Conditional Logit (CL) and Nested Logit (NL), to examine whether the trends that respondents
agree with conservation programs of cultural heritages influence the choice of optimal estimation model. Second, we
examine whether the elimination of protest bid samples influences the choice of optimal estimation model. Third, the
Willingness To Pay (WTP) using CEs is compared with that of Contingent Valuation method (CV), to check the
validity of the estimated results. The results of this empirical study are as follows: 1)Model 4 (NL, WITHOUT
protest response sample) is the best fit in 4 mbdels. 2)Not only the choice of estimation models but also the
elimination of protest bid sample affects the goodness of fit. 3)The WTP ratio of CEs (Model 4) and CV (Model 6) is

1.02, so we can suggest that our results have great reliability.



