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The character of Douji in Kaifuusou

Junichi ISHIMARU
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Abstract

The biography of Shaku Douji in Kaifuusou is different from that provided in the Japanese historical book
Shoku Nihongi. In particular, the two sources provide conflicting information regarding whether Shaku Douji
resigned from an important position from the group of Buddhist priests known as Risshi. In Kaifuusou, Shaku
Douji is described as having resigned, while Shoku Nihongi mentions that he remains in office. Kaifuusou
describes Shaku Douji as an ideal figure who resigned from his post. Kaifuusou contains several works where the
authors aim to move away from secular places and reach the enchanted land, however it is difficult for many
authors of Kaifuusou to move away from the actual official positions because they are officials. On the other
hand, it can be seen from Shaku Douji’s work in Kaifuusou that he was faithful to the kingdom but was not afraid
to remonstrate to the lord. In addition, the biography in Kaifuusou used the word “kokkou” in the context of “being
rigid and sometimes unacceptable to other people,” but in Chinese books, it is used as an evaluation for a vassal
who supports the kingdom and is relied on by the lord. In other words, it is not a negative trait such as “stubborn-
ness,” but is used in the sense that its loyalty cannot be understood by others. The editors of Kaifuusou tried to
depict Shaku Douji as living an ideal life; a figure that is both faithful to the kingdom and is hidden from the

world.
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