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Fichte’s Self-Positing and Kant’s Self-Consciousness

Sambi OZAKI

7 Abstract N

This paper aims to examine Fichte’s doctrine of self-positing (Selbstsetzung) that is presented by Johan G.
Fichte (1762-1814) during his time in Jena with reference to Immanuel Kant’s (1724-1804) theory of self-con-
sciousness (Selbstbewufstsein). It also discusses their differences and similarities regarding an argument of “the I
(das Ich)”. During his era of Jena, although Fichte developed his system from Kant’s influence, it turned out to be
quite novel one. This point recalls D. Henrich (1966, “Fichtes urspriingliche Einsicht”) who has shed light on the
difference between Fichte and Kant around the argument of “the I”. However, his comparative examination,
widely known as “the reflection theory of self-consciousness”, centered too much on Fichte’s “Original Insight”
and did not focus on the consistency between Fichte and Kant. The ultimate goal of this paper, therefore, is to
demonstrate that Fichte’s theory of self-positing has a significant similarity with Kant’s theory of self-conscious-
ness despite their disagreements.

The paper first analyzes Fichte’s theory of self-positing by referring to his iconic terms: “F/Act (Tathandlung)”
and “intellectual intuition (intellektuelle Anschaung)” in order to compare with Kant’s theory of self-conscious-
ness. This is followed by a close examination of Kant’s theory with the critical perspective of the previous
research conducted by Henrich. Finally, in the train of these considerations, I will demonstrate that, insofar as the
problem of “the I”, there indeed are couple of disagreements between Fichte and Kant especially from the per-
spective of their “letter (Buchstabe)”, still there is much more significant agreement in the very “sprit (Geist)” of

argument on “the I”.
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