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Kant and Crusius: A Confrontation on the Conception of Existence

Ayumu SHIGETA

7 Abstract N
This study aims to clarify the real intention of Kant’s criticism toward the Principle of Crusius concerning
existence of objects, i.e. “everything that exist, must exist somewhere and somewhen.” Although it is well known
that Crusius, one of the main figures among the Anti-Wolffian philosophers of the eighteenth century, had a huge
influence on Kant’s early thought, some argue that Kant did not understand Crusius properly and that most of his
criticisms are not valid due to fundamental misunderstandings. However, if it is also the case concerning
“existence,” it will be a fatal problem for entire Kantian philosophy because how to conceive the very notion of
existence was a key question for Kant and a point of his departure from traditional metaphysics. Hence, instead of
extant luddite solutions, we need to examine how and why the principle of Crusius was unacceptable for Kant. As
Kant’s criticism of Crusius is arguably sparse, we need to provide additional rationales to do justice to his
criticism. I will argue that to construe his objection thoroughly we must focus on two main Kantian ideas, namely
Kant’s refutation of the “fallacy of subreption” and an explanation of space and time as “nothing but a pure
intuition.” It will be demonstrated that what Kant was dissatisfied with is a problematic method to infer the
existence of objects from our subjective representations. Crusian conception of existence, after all, is valid solely
on the basis of his principle of inseparability: if p cannot be thought without ¢, p and ¢ are necessarily connected
with each other. This means that once someone thinks an object exists in an arbitrary spatiotemporal location, it
must exist objectively in the real world. In this regard, Kant was obviously right to argue against the principle of

Crusius concerning existence.
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