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The Impact of the Globalization of the Philippine Economy on Women

Workers, Focusing on Philippine-Japan Relations
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This paper examines how Filipina women have been incorporated into an
increasingly globalized Philippine economy, based on the theory of the
New International Division of Labor (NIDL), and focusing on Philippine-
Japan relations.

In the Philippines, the introduction of export-oriented industrialization
in the 1970s led to the full-scale entry of women into the labor market.
However, the strong resistance of the union movement was one of
the factors that led foreign capital, including Japanese companies, to
relocate to other Southeast Asian countries. As a result, the Philippine
economy deteriorated, which is thought to have caused the feminization
of international migration in the 1980s. In terms of relations with Japan,
the bubble economy at that time in Japan was a big pull factor, and many
Filipina women came to Japan to work in the sex industry. They also
came to Japan as brides in rural areas.

In the 2000s, however, a new industry called IT-BPO (Information
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Technology-enabled Business Processing Outsourcing) developed in the
Philippines, and the country became a base for outsourced call centers and
medical transcription services using IT. IT-BPO call centers and the like
became workplaces for Filipina women who had returned from working
abroad. In this way, Filipina women continued to work for the “survival”
of their families, while being organized and deployed as labor force for
the Philippine economy. I conclude that Filipina women themselves have

shaped the global economy of the Philippines.
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BIEIALEF, T4V EVIZDODOWTEDIIBAA =V EFF-TVWBEDIEAD
Mo [NFF L TLeEWE ] 2y y—F 4 F—1 TENOME] 2E0F
MBS AR U Lo IZA S, mEDFER B [7 5 RI2T 1)
EV en—g0fRuic], T4+ o4 VREDHRE] S0 A A —VERNT
WA &7, T, BEI) LAEEMASEETHEDREAI e, EHIET 1Y
ELoRFEDO7a— b Ebiz, 74 E Moy @nikEms . i
SN, FREINTOERRELTENTL 2814 %, FLicbBRTHE NS
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Z I CTARBHEMBRIZEA LEMNS, 7a—IURKICHARAE N T 4
VE VDB &2 DERE, HiER 5% ((New International Division
of Labor, LI'FNIDL)) #iiCb & D& UMSEET S5, ChETT7 1Y EY
WFETIE, 74V E YO LEBEKLIT-BPO (Business Process Outsourcing)
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' 72 & 213, Celoza, Albert F, Ferdinand Marcos and the Philippines: the
Political Economy of Authoritarianism, Prager, 1997. Balisacan, Arsenio, The
Philippine Economy: Development, Politics and Challenges, Oxford University
Press, 2003. Choy, Catherine Ceniza, Empire of Care: Nursing and Migration
in Filipino American History, Duke University Press Books, 2003. Parrenas,
Rhacel, Servants of Globalization: Migration and Domestic Work, (2nd Edition),
Stanford University Press, 2015. HAGEERTld, FFREE L K> 7 40 E
VRSKHER] YEEE ., 20044, HREET [ 74 ) E Y OICTBOK LICTH — B X BE
DB E ] TFEFIRFEPITE] RIRTIRY:, 30%. 45, 20104, HREBETF 174

Y ¥ v OIT-BPORESE & iRy ] TEFIRRF VL] RIRHILKRF34%, 3-4 5.
20124, BEMFFRICDWTR, IV A TR TB#E4EE5 1 74 ) EUBEREEHE
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Vv y—) —HAEEFEEO 7 v — U] fESE. 20084E, MM MSER THERT 5

THEOBRIIEE— [ZHAEAEEK] O HBl&EATEEE] AL, 20144F,

? Stephen Castles and Mark J. Miller, The Age of Migration: International
Population Movement in the Modern World, Macmillan 1998, pp.8-9.
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* Frobel,Folker, Jiirgen Heinrichs and Otto Kreye, 1980, The New International
Division Labor: Structural Unemployment in Industrialized Countries and
Industrialization in Developing Countries, Cambridge University Press, 1980, p.8.
b Ibid, p.41.

b Ibid, p.13

" Ibid, p.4T

8 A M EEESE IS LTI, Harvey, David, A Brief History of Neoliberalism,
Oxford University Press, 2007. (J£:8751E R, 20074, [HEHMATHE —Z ORED
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EoOLticbid A= M EOIFERTBICHE SN TS, Hkicbid [F
] EAmESh, HKIBOFBIRITOMB. H50iE TAEAIHEE ] &
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* Elson, Diane and Ruth Pearson, “Nimble Fingers Make Cheap Workers':
An Analysis of Women’s Employment in Third World Export Manufacturing”,
Feminist Review, No.T, Spring, 1981, p.93.

' Mies, Maria, Patriarchy and Accumulation on a World Scale, Zed Books,
1986, p.118. CRHBEFR. 19974, TEIKRSTZE & avh—tEiTd 2 Tkl BHARRHERE
Fwtho)
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[ 7\ — OV3big)] Sasbtt, 201145, 59R—2,

P74 ) BV ERIZI9304E IS AL E NS, SHIE Y HIROLER T H - T,
196841 BIUR LR 2 A &3 2 M ik & L THRR S hic,

15



R (New People‘'s Army) ®PRERTEA (National Democratic Front)
& & B ITBUMES) % BB Ligw 7,

9 LEBUAAR SR T 220t va ZKBHEIZ. RIFRE 285 —85%
T4 TI19724E 9 IS 2145 L7zo £ LT, HEERZIEY &3 2 MBUF
ML FLAEB QML 2L L, G K 2 KE S ETHEKEZTOAL DD
NERELEREORRIL, Y FF 28I, Ee, 77/ 75— MER
MU BRI O ABL &t REMLZ 130 5 & & BT, i A B T ELEL
RO & LT, 192 I RKRBESHE6FIT S ED30 T, N7 T Vg X
BT LI, 9 LBOEE. 197T04ERPEE—E DR %E Lific L Ebh T
W3, UL LI9T0ERB ICHE B E, v VI X—EOEM P 7o —=— (D
BE) ITXBMERHERIEII > T 72

P bo &5 BEREFRE2EHICANLN S, YROMEOHETH - 72N
7 M IX O B#H 72 b OREEEIE L TA LS, Z ot TXiE
34bha & W) JLWHEAMH D KPP HADEFRBEDMIZ, 74V E 12
bEELTOI, HEADPSIR Y a— (FEH. HAE T 4V ErDAHFRIER,
Aoy =77 (ZZEHF), HIr—7I, "y e (ITHEAE=Ny 7).
< YNV ZTSVVIE EOTHMBBEEH L T,

— X 19754F 197641, Z O N TIX @ %7 @ 309 A Dk % F 48 L
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PEREDHI50% 23185 5 225K (0L L3RR D 5 %), 1Z&A EMMET
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B Steinberg, David, The Philippines- a singular and plural place, 4th edition,
Westview Press, 2000, Chap 7.
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