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The Thai-Japanese Cultural Research Institute (Nippon-Tai Bunka Kenkyusyo) opened in Bang-
kok on December 21, 1938, with a subsidy from the Cultural Affairs Department of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and closed on July 31, 1943, was a pioneer of organized Japanese cultural promotion projects
in Thailand. The institute’s two main functions were Japanese language education and promotion of Jap-
anese culture.

During four and a half years, Thai-Japanese Cultural Research Institute published 16 publications
introducing Japan, focusing on Japanese culture and Japanese Buddhism, for distribution and sale in
Thailand.

There are many existing studies on Japanese language education of the Institute. On the other hand,
there seems to be a dearth of comprehensive research on its promotion of Japanese culture, which is still
underdeveloped.

This article describes the career of Tsusho Byodo (born in February 1903 and died in September
1993), who lived in Thailand for more than two years and seven months from the end of October 1940 to
the beginning of June 1943 as the second director of the Institute, and was the first person to implement
a full-scale publicity program for Japanese culture in modern Thailand.

Byodo is also the abbot of Zenkyoji Temple of the Nishi Honganji sect of Shinshu Buddhism.
Through his experiences in India, the Buddhist Youth Association movement, international Buddhist in-
formation exchanges, and civilian employee of Japanese Army during the Sino-Japanese War, Byodo de-
veloped the philosophy of ‘Koa-Kobutsu' (Revitalize Asia and Revitalize Buddhism), based on Japanese
Buddhism. With this philosophy, he was posted to the Buddhist nation of Thailand in October 1940,
where he introduced Japanese Buddhism to the Thai people. Herein lies the distinctive feature of his cul-
tural activities in Thailand.

He criticized ordained Thai Buddhists from the standpoint that Japanese Buddhism was superior to
Thai Buddhism, and proposed a plan for reform of Thai Buddhism that expected the role of lay Thai
Buddhists.

This paper first details the career of Byodo until he was appointed as the director of The Thai-Japa-
nese Cultural Research Institute in Bangkok in October 1940, and then details his activities during his
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tenure as the director.

Byodo Tsusho was born in 1903 as the eldest son of the abbot of Zenkyoji in a rural area near Yoko-
hama. Zenkyoji was a wealthy temple that owned rice field with an income of several dozen bales of
tenant rice crops every year, which enabled both Tsusho and his younger brother Bunsei to attend Tokyo
Imperial University. Near Zenkyoji was the Sanneji Temple of Shaku Kozen (1849-1924), who was or-
dained in Ceylon in 1890 as a Bhikkhu of Theravada Buddhism and maintained strict precepts for the
rest of his life. Tsusho was inspired by Shaku Kozen's presence and became interested in Southern Bud-
dhism. With a desire to become a scholar of Indology, Tsusho enrolled in the Department of Sanskrit Lit-
erature in the Faculty of Letters of Tokyo Imperial University in 1923 and went on to graduate school in
1926. His master’s thesis was published in 1930 as a co-authored work with his advisor, Professor Kimura
Taiken (1881-1930). Tsusho was sympathetic to socialism, perhaps due to social circumstance in the
1930s. His younger brother Bunsei joined the communist movement and went to China after his arrest
and conversion.

With the recommendation of his former teacher Takakusu Junjiro (1866-1945), Byodo Tsusho was
able to obtain a scholarship from Nishi Honganji in 1933. He chose to study at the Visva-Bharati of
Rabindranath Tagore in Santiniketan, India. Since he was treated as a visiting professor at Visva-Bharati,
he was able to call himself a professor during his stay in Thailand.

After returning from India in July 1934, Byodo had no chance of becoming a university professor,
but continued his research as an independent researcher. He continued to publish his research results un-
der the name of the Institute of Indian Studies, which he founded in 1929 in his temple (Zenkyoji) for
private publication. At the same time, he led the activities of Young Buddhist Association (YBA) in
Kanagawa Prefecture.

Around the start of the Sino-Japanese War in 1937, he succeeded Asano Kenshin (1898-1939) as
editor-in-chief of The International Buddhist Bulletin, a monthly journal of The International Buddhist
Information Bureau, established by the Federation of All YBAs of Japan. He announced the publication
of a Special Issue on China Incident in the same magazine, but The issue appears to have never been pub-
lished, and in 1938, Byodo Tsusho went to China as a civilian employee belonging to the intelligence de-
partment and special agency of the South China Expeditionary Force Headquarters. After the Japanese
occupied Canton, he was in charge of instructing Chinese Buddhists and teaching of Japanese language
to Chinese people.

After returning from China in the first half of 1940, in October 1940 Byodo was appointed as the
second director of the Thai-Japanese Cultural Research Institute in Bangkok on the recommendation of
the Japanese military attaché in Bangkok, Hiroshi Tamura, whom he had met during his time in Canton.
Byodo came to Thailand with the philosophy of Koa-Kobutsu' (Revitalize Asia and Revitalize Bud-
dhism), he was posted to Thailand until June 1943.

The Thai-Japanese Cultural Research Institute subsidized by the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, was opened on December 21, 1938, with Hoshida Shingo (1899-1978) as its first director. The in-
stitute’s main duties were to provide Japanese language education at the affiliated Bangkok Japanese Lan-
guage School and to promote Japanese culture.

The budget of the institute was limited, but Byodo made use of his experience of publishing a con-
siderable number of his own books at his own expense under the name of the Institute of Indian Studies
to collect as many advertisements as possible from Japanese companies in Thailand, and to publish publi-
cations introducing Japanese culture with a fixed price.

Since its establishment until its abolition in July 1943, the Thai-Japanese Cultural Research Institute
published 16 different publications, including 5 language books on Japanese-Thai conversation and Japa-
nese language materials, 3 introductions to Japanese culture, 3 introductions to Japanese Buddhism, and
5 other technical books, guidebooks, and other publications.

Byodo as the director of the Institute published three Thai books introducing Japanese culture:
“Japan” (December 1940) [[X1], “Japanese Culture” (December 1941) [[X5], and “Collection of
Modern Japanese Plays” (June 1943) [[X/6].

He also published three books on Japanese Buddhism.
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On March 15, 1941, Byodo published D. T. Suzuki's book (Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki,Buddhist Philoso-
phy and its effects on the Life and Thought of the Japanese People, Kokusaibunka Shinkokai, 1936 [[X]2])
in Thai with Byodo's lengthy 25-page preface, “Buddhism in Japan.” This work was translated into Thai
by Sathian Phantharangsi (1911-1991).

On the cover of the same book, Byodo's title was printed as Honorary Professor of Visva-Bharati in
India. He referred to himself as “Professor” in Thailand. This self-proclaimed title served to elevate his
social standing in Thai society.

In July 1941, Byodo published the above preface, “Buddhism in Japan,” as a separate pamphlet in
both English and Thai with the following title. That is, Prof. T. Byodo, On Japanese Buddhism and Thai
Buddhism with Thai Translation, Thai-Japanese Cultural Research Institute (Nippon-Tai Bunka Kenky-
usyo), Bangkok, July 1941 [[X13]. It should be especially noted that Byodo's work, “On Japanese Bud-
dhism and Thai Buddhism,” also had an impact on Dhammadasa (1908-2000) and Buddhadasa bhik-
khu (1906-1 9{93), a prominent thinker on Thai Buddhism (see “msa’mw} NERIFU"
VBIRIAWBLUNY” Vol. 10 no. 2-3, May-Aug. 1942, pp. 134-139).

The third publication on Japanese Buddhism by the Thai-Japanese Cultural Research Institute was a
Thai translation of Kakusho Takagami (1894-1948), The Japanese Spirit and Buddhism (International
Buddhist Society, Tokyo, 1939 [[X4]) with Thai translation of articles by Byodo, which was published
on April 15, 1941. Byodo's articles were “Buddhism and the China Incident,” “War and Cultural Protec-
tion,” and “6 Stories of Monks on the Battlefield”, all of which he wrote three years ago in China.

In the mid-1930s, the leaders of the Buddhist Youth Association movement in Japan, such as Byodo
Tsusho, Asano Kenshin, and Komatsubara Kokujo (1886-1963) etc., did not seriously studied Thai
Buddhism, but rather viewed it as inferior. After arriving in Thailand, Byodo observed and studied Thai
Buddhism and modified his old views, but he never lost his sense of superiority that Japanese Buddhism
was superior to Thai Buddhism.

In mid-1942, he attempted to publish a proposal for the reform of Thai Buddhism. This proposal may
have been aimed at the realization of the “Koa-Kobutsu” for Byodo. However, there were some Thai bu-
reaucrats who felt that Byodo's suggestion on Thai Buddhism were an attempt to Japanize Thai Buddhism.

Yamamoto Kairyu (1893-1948), a Pali expert, who came to Thailand in the first half of 1941 to in-
vestigate Thai Buddhism, presented a new view for understanding Thai Buddhism: Thai Buddhism
should not be criticized only in terms of ordained monks, but should be understood by focusing on the
interdependent relationship between ordained monks and lay believers. Yamamoto’'s new view seems to
be taken for granted today. It means that his new view had a great impact on Japanese understanding of
Thai Buddhism in the postwar period.

Although Byodo contributed to promote cultural exchange between Japan and Thailand, his criti-
cisms of Thai Buddhism and culture, as well as his criticism of the policy of simplification of the Thai
script, gave Thai leaders, who were becoming increasingly anti-Japanese as the war situation worsened,
material to criticize Japan, and Byodo lost his job.

However, it is undeniable that Byodo Tsusho was a pioneer in the organized promotion of Japanese
culture in Thailand.
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WET 2 FERITRS D 205, HAICEBD L0, ROEHETARS L, BTox A EEIZ, RE0H
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1944 4E 2 H, 19 H),

YIRRTVE, tbHN, PHEOEMEL, 20 ICBI 324 OREOHEMAEEbNE Ty X &2 —
Mi2id, FIEOHRE AR, %> A v 252712 2 iBEE 720,

12. FEEBOZMLABAERER, BREICENARTET

H SRR BHEERT 0 1941 FR1F5 1, HARD KFILEIE % 4 O/NFILNBUCE 2 2w iEe s,
S ALBEHEE L 7225, 1942 1243, IS, X AABUIHARLBICH > THHET RS THE 20D
REEX A OFBICRERL L v L, L L, &4 BUFEEROFEFMRENIC & O ARZHIES
Nice Z ORMEENCE (XA ENZASCHEE §3.0201.10/140) 1ICHO S, DUIMICHNT 2.

1942 4F CPEF13#d 7T 2602 FF ¥ 5L 9) 6 H 30 HICF55F 13, #3C T "My Suggestion to Thailand
Buddhism” ¥ L 7cEXEIER L oo Z DEIFEETIE N Y a2 « 24 A I NI v 23,
7% % 1% g3 2 4 BUNE R O FEHETREEITIC L D A2 LikEd iz, 194240 11 Hic7Z -
T, FHIRMOBELETHE 510 —F « Fr A ¥ F—rEERHEK, FHLE-720TKS Y0
PHIRT I BVIEA S it b B R R Lz, S n—FRRE, 1942411 H 17 H
W24 — - 7Y r— FARBELERICET, BREIFT 2209 »3BHERE IS s, 28X
R Y, HROILADEZ L, 2A4DLDOCIFKREL »TEHRTOT, HSICHFDRLOLH 3,
FERED T HAY OUEZZRICBOTHRISIDCBHLNEIDT, T4 EBRLAT L TRET
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INEZI a4 —AEELERE, ERULSHEFBRENYFa >y - F—T Ry 22850
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T2, FDHAIE ZATE, (MOBEROEFICEDZNETH 2, O Z e 3EEbiE
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LRVIETTH 2 o

PO EG, o HHPESELORO FRICh R, 1941 4 THALA e BEILE) THRELL X
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bLlhws, 244 REEE, HEUEMEFNER L I VEOHRONBEDRETH 2 v E X
felzddr, ZORFEGNS K otz

FAEIE, "My Suggestion to Thailand Buddhism” D% EHD ORBELLTD & 512D 5T
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W3 (FYVIFNOILTIIRLSETHY, 24 T IZADBL OO THIEMELEL T\\3),

My proposal to Thailand Buddhism, here, divided into two main classes. That is, one is that Thai-
land Buddhism must be re-organized systematically and metaphysically to be adapted to modern soci-
ety, and second is that Thai monks should take part in the disasters of this War themselves adventi-
tiously, serve to their Nation and, moreover, they should lead her.

But, I do not expect these to the high and old priest, who emerged into religious austerities, shutting
up inside of big temples with high status so much, I do expect these to young and intellectual monks
who entered to priesthood (sanga), getting modern education. Moreover I may dare to say that I ex-
pect to laymen of Buddhist faith in secular world so much. New Buddhism in Thailand should be
re-organized by laymen of Buddhist faith who baptized by modern thoughts. Japanese Buddhism,
originally, is the Buddhism of Bodhisattva and Buddhism of Layman, and, therefore, it is so active and
progressive. Laymen of Buddhist faith in society in Thailand are too much respecting monks in tem-
ples traditionally. Though they are recognizing that present Thailand Buddhism must be reformed, but
they do not like to criticize the Buddhism strictly considering it is the holy and not be desecrated, be-
ing a slave to the “Temple-Buddhism” from traditional and prejudiced opinions. Also, as they never
dare to reform it, as they are laymen themselves. But, true Buddhist spirit is not to emerge into reli-
gious practice, refraining from communications with earthly life shutting up in monasteries, commit
to memorise scriptures in Pali language, do not take foods afternoon, to abstain from wine and wom-
an. Even if a monk has done them, he is not respectable. It is only a method of religious practice to ob-
tain enlightenment, and those conducts themselves are not respectable. To be respected truly, is to
grasp Buddhist doctrine, put true spirit of Buddhism in practice, get enlightenment (abhisambodhi)
and salvate human beings. Even though he wear yellow robes and reserve formal patimokkhas, he is
not a true bhikkhu, it is not valuable to be respected only to do so. In conclusion, to be true monkhood
is how do he grasp Lord Buddha's Spirit truly, practice it actually and make human beings known doc-
trine. If a Layman in earthly life is grasping true spirit of Buddhism so well, like Vimalakirti, layman of
Vaishali, India, he should be respected more than monks in monasteries.

We expect, observing these points, that laymen of Buddhist faith in Thailand shall reform Thailand
Buddhism socially, actively, and essentially. This reformation should be easily performed by laymen of
profound Buddhist faith who are standing free conditions, especially by such men who were once Bud-
dhist monks and returned to secular life again. And we hope eagerly that Thailand Buddhist Associa-
tion shall take the lead for this as a Buddhist association. I had expected Thailand Buddhist Associa-
tion before I arrived to Thailand and now I, also, am a member of Association, but its activity is slack
comparatively. Though offering food for high priests and founding of Buddha statues may be import-
ant as a Buddhist society in this country, I expect to this Thailand Buddhist Association that this asso-
ciation shall make its efforts to perform Buddhistic activity, which can not manage by Buddhist

monks, that is, to awaken Buddhist spirit, propagandise Buddhist doctrine, investigate or practice so-
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cial enterprises, especially to endeavour Buddhistic co-operation among Buddhist societies of Japan
and Thailand.

And, as the leaders of this performance, We expect H.E. Lieut.Gen. Phya Pahol Polpayuhasena and
H.E. Capt. Tamrong Navasawat, the minister, the Goodwill Mission to Japan, who have seen Japanese
Buddhism recently, because H.E. Phya Pahol has been a monk recently, and H.E.Tamrong Navasawat
is the vice-president of Thailand Buddhist Association.

In conclusion, my assertion is that there are points of excellence and defects both of Japanese Bud-
dhism and Thailand Buddhism. Therefore we adapt points of excellence from Japan and Thai Bud-

dhism, rejecting defects of them, and organize and establish the New Eastern Buddhism.

FIACE L FALN Y F a YESSULREFEHERER, TFHEORZE, 1941 4 v #1455 %0,
Z2ADY YIS LBEZREL THEZVD 2 3N HS B EEEULTOREICLT 3 v v )
BUEICRH T 2 REME AR L 729 2, 24 NAOKHEEZ @D 3 1o D113 0 L A FHFICIRE L FE
ek, YO RMETLEB L, MRAFEZOZ EBHAYCRY, FED 2 ALA
YEE R OB ORNFRISFF A S s o 72,

13. TFEER - IWRED T > K AB&EAR

WG [FAFO HEERE) OhTA ¥ RIS TH 3 2 ¥ R LB~ 1 > os—nfEikic
DVTHIbRT VRS (AR, 217,219,232, 271-274, 313,323,325 B), N azRRicE 34
Y RETHE, 4 Y FACOEECIZOVTIE, BRI DA,

IS AR B2 B S PR A B RS (1893-1951, JeE AHEREIEMER O =KH) 1%, 194143 A
HAZFG, 24T 1y AR, LT 20 HECHELZTT, 6 He HICwE L 72, BHEDMIMCH -
FeRHIC R SRR B ASREM SR S N, BREEEE, EECSULiREESHEE KR =
(1877-1957, JLAVIERE, JLEEMAM) *ZEEY L, ZEINHEEBGEE 20, ANHK
(1882-1965, EBEMLAIHFATLEEF), MAJRES (1882-1964, FMTEinlHE, iy v 2 0H), &

RS (1882-1958, HIR AR RHHHES « HAX A MR EMAM, JohEy v 20M), HrHEE
(1894-1992, =ZE 5 F 2B RACHD, =i (1901-1966, % 1 HBHGIFHGE), FHESF
(1891-1945, B HUHVEFEERGHAT #2135/ TH - oo REFBEOREITL bl BETE I,
1941 4 6 H 13 HOREHZOH—RARET [REHSEWE] 21757,

ZOMEITHL, 4 ¥ FIZ 1908 720 1929 4F & TR « (3L Tl fE L YR ZIE KRB TH -
AN B ® ZEWE, XD &Icaxy L,

STROMIS Lo THBEOLICH BT & 925, BIE2ELRHENDME» 722 & H

B ORKHRE (1882-1965) &, 1906 4EHIEASAAEIE, 1908 4E HHRA A E Y U TIEH], 1911 4EF & o KA, 1916 4E 7
WY ZREFERIEAEZE, 1918 FE~1930 FF v v & K THUHE, 1934 FALIE R AE I, 1943 7 5 A4, EHERABGS
HHE - SHATEGT ORA B A o fi) e MRS (HABCEHRIGSS, 1943 455 A 15 HFEIT) 1Bk 0 &SI,
K THARLNBNA R (GEAE, 1992 41 A) 162 H,
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R ANBTH LA OFFE LTHRE, 2o WEEORRATS 2 LT 2 hEnibifa s fFor
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H=20NY a2 WXBIMEHERT & DIWCROENED D b, Speeches and Writings of Swami Satyananda, Compiled by
D.N. Das, Thai-Bharata Cultural Lodge, Bangkok, 1940, 239p. %  WIEE OHE Tid Das i3 1940 9 H6 Hic7 9 ¥ 75
F— bt 5 XA AEL, 11J] 17 H® Thai-Bharata Cultural Lodge ® A7 S L, 12 H 4 HicicHilL 7z (24
VINSGER (2) NN.2.4/62)0 A ¥ FICHYELIFHFR, 4 ¥ FOA4 F) 2256 OffficmeBne AL, HATRPRE
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PR, 1995 4F, 87-96 HZ L,
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1932 4423 > 2 7 T YL Greater India Series % FIlf7, 43 Y — X €0 Swami Satyananda Puri DS (3, Representa-
tive of Greater India Society and India Bureau, Director of The League of Oriental Culture, Member of Sanskrit Sahitya Par-
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the Ramayana (by Swami Satyananda Puri and Charoen Sarahiran) % Fi[{7L 7z,
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T, FRAYF VAU THL 3y, HEUEIHRMOTFERE L b 5 —~ AMBEICH D TR 4
RECDOTHBINICIEDBHZDTY, DXL LoNIIeBH2LL0OTY, ZHUIE D
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OAME»LHCTHET Y, 35O HFEER, HESULTINCE D D278 0 8w Sk S
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BINLDOTH S, IMITEDERIE, THIGEE ¥ OILBUC & 2 B1E 25K TRPAHME 2 5L Tv
2 BB O HETEFCE 23 H R ER R 0580 5 5 = E 2L Tv 325, ReTeu=ic bl
FEDFE S LOR Y ZATEEDOLE FIZH 2 72 DICHHEORE 2 & 2 FstHki ol 353
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Hirado Reviews Thai Culture, Domei
BANGKOK, October 28. The people of Japan and Thailand, who are now closely bound political-
ly under the Japan-Thai Offensive and Defensive Alliance for the construction of Greater East
Asia, will become more intimate as a result of the conclusion of Japan-Thai Cultural Agreement
according to Michiaki Hirado, Chief of the Japan-Thai Cultural Investigation Institute here.
Commenting on Thai culture, he said that Thai civilization was mainly made up of foreign
influences, but now Thailand has built up a culture of its own.

“Thai civilization had its beginning in India and its culture has been influenced largely by
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those imported from India,” Mr. Hirado said. “As an example of this, more than 50 per cent of the
Thai language shows traces of Hindustan and Bali [Pali], while religion, arts, education and other
cultures of Thailand were influenced to a large degree by Indian civilization. Although the Indian
civilization has been influenced by both Buddhist and Hindu cultures, Thailand’s civilization has
been influenced to a great extent by Buddhism.

“In Thailand, where no original civilization of its own existed, foreign cultures were regarded
as model, and Thai dreams [dramas?] and poetry were mainly translations of Indian and Java-
nese literatures, although they had been considered as Thai literary products. Architecture and
music are also tinged with the Indian culture. What the Thai race carried with them at the time of
their southward advance have all perished and no traces of them remain at the present moment.

“As time went on, however, the imitation period passed and at the time of the Bangkok Dy-
nasty, originality commenced to appear in architecture and other culture endeavors. Palaces and
temples constructed then show this trait clearly.

“Because of a radical change in the mode of living resulting from the introduction of the
Western culture, the Thai civilization showed confusion at one period due to conglomeration of
diverse influences.

“Lately, particularly after the revolution, efforts have been made to remove the effects of Oc-
cidental civilization.

“With religion and civilization of Thailand being similar to Japan’s, there is no doubt that the
Japanese and Thai people will march together in the construction of Greater East Asia Co-Pros-

perity Sphere more closely than ever before.”
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