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Current Status of and Challenges in Implementing Disaster Prevention Support

Measures for Foreign Residents

Yinhe QUAN
Graduate School of Social Sciences, Waseda University

Abstract: Against the backdrop of a declining birthrate, aging population, and aggressive policies to accept foreign
residents, the issues surrounding foreign residents in the field of disaster prevention have become more complex
than before. As the cultural backgrounds of foreign residents become more diverse and their residential areas more
extensive, the current disaster prevention measures for foreign residents are insufficient for providing adequate
support during disasters. On the basis of the importance of the role of public institutions in improving the
inclusion and mutual aid capabilities of foreign residents, this study examined the current status of and challenges
in implementing disaster prevention support measures for foreign residents and disaster prevention support
systems to improve the self-help capabilities of foreign residents and facilitate mutual aid among local residents.
To minimize damage and maintain orderly cooperation during disasters, foreign residents must participate in the
community and cooperate with various organizations. A support system is required that enables foreign residents

to be active and participate in providing support rather than simply being on the receiving end of support.
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