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Magazines and periodicals form an important domain of expression for anarchists. In 1927, 25-year-old
Bi Xiushao (H#4547) became the editor-in-chief of two different periodicals. In both cases, he was serving as a
successor to a departing editor-in-chief. He assumed the first position at the beginning of the year as editor-in-
chief of Evangel of the People, which had just moved from Guangdong to Shanghai, thanks to the introduction of
a fellow anarchist, the 23-year-old Bajin ([245), before he had become famous as a novelist. They collaborated

on quite a few translations and essays for this periodical. Amid the violent changes taking place in China at
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the time, Bajin departed for France, while Bi remained behind in Shanghai, and their differences gradually
deepened.

Bi entered upon his second position in June as editor-in-chief of Revolutionary Weekly. He struggled for
more than two years in this new position. The sponsor of this periodical was the famous anarchist Li Shizeng
(FHE), who at the time stood with the KMT. As a result, Bajin rejected all of Bi's requests for essay
contributions to this periodical, and the relationship between the two men became all the more bitter. Broadly
viewed, the periodical criticized both the Communists and the Nationalists, opposed authoritarian government
of any type, and emphasized the cultivation of individual thought. It was probably for this very reason that the
periodical was closed by the authorities for seven weeks and Bi was imprisoned for three days.

Upon returning from France at the end of 1928, Bajin worked as an editor at the Free Bookstore for
about one year and published various books dealing with anarchism. As it turned out, the Free Bookstore
and the offices of the Rewvolutionary Weekly shared the same postal address. Although they had severed all
communications, they were working near each other. For various reasons, they were finally able to repair their
relationship in the spring of 1936.

Anarchism, as a system of thought, fundamentally opposes all forms of government. For that reason, it
gives the greatest importance to the enlightened education of the people. However, as a practical matter, the
creation of an enlightened public requires a long time and tremendous resources. Sometimes, it is necessary to

borrow the power of the authorities in order to achieve this goal. How to maintain a proper distance from an

existing government is a difficult issue not only for anarchists but for anyone.
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