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In the Brittany Peninsula in northwestern France a regional language called Breton has been existing for a
long time. Breton is a Celtic language different from French, the national language of France. Now, Breton is in the
crisis of the extinction by past centralized state policy on language and abandonment of use of this language within
the community. As for the numbers of speakers, it is predicted that it will decrease to around 120,000 within ten
years if it continues decreasing as it has been. Since Breton was not spoken as the mother language, second or third
generation was already born. Elder speakers are increasingly getting old, young people are giving up their ancestral
language, and the process of language shift has nearly accomplished; indeed, the top priority must be a recovery of
this “language vitality” as soon as possible. In such a situation, Brittany focuses on the educational movement of

the regional language in order to stop the decline of speakers through the development of early bilingual education



that targets school children. School education plays an important role in maintaining this language with no

transmission between parents and children.

The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate-by considering a decline of the “language vitality" in

community inside and the effectiveness of bilingual education in public schools—the revitalizing movement of

regional language. To be concrete, the following two points are discussed: first, to elucidate one of causes that

regional languages, in particular Breton, have come to be exposed to crises of the extinction by analyzing for

investigations of numbers of speakers from post-war period to the present; then, to verify a renaissance of Breton

through the system and the educational program, and their outcome.
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ERBb0lEr5] (8%) YAHBERTH -7,

LidomlZEiEx, 7V —=a2dDAABT LA A
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L Inspection académique Cotes-d"Armor, « Les Classes
bilingues frangais-breton de 1'Education Nationale
Principes et dispositif » (http://www.ia22.ac-rennes.fr/
jahia/webdav/site/ia22/shared/enseignementetformation/
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bilingues frangais-breton de 1I'Education Nationale
Principes et dispositif » (http://www.ia22.ac-rennes.fr/
jahia/webdav/site/ia22/shared/enseignementetformation/
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MEFR [Aa—= - F12 ] &, BfEET
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LA SIS, BILA B v 2R AR 74T Y O
ﬁ%a: Office public de la langue bretonne, « L’ enseignement bi-
lingue en 2011 », p.10.
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TR HENOMENTFESN TV 5,

$ BT =) T ET YT Ay 7RI TUIEIL, Y1 Y-
HelC L o TT NG —= 2 T H L0 SN B I T, 7
F—Z a5 IZm L Tz,

5 AUFKII TNV Y —= 25 OMBEET, Wity 7 v AFED
LHHETHBH A NHFEDLIDOTH 5,

<FESEVm>
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